Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
The asymmetric unit of the polymeric title compound, {[Pr 2 (C 5 H 4 N 3 O 2 ) 5 (CHO 2 )(H 2 O) 5 ]Á6H 2 O} n , has two independent Pr III atoms; one is coordinated by two water molecules and the other by three water molecules. The first is N,Ochelated by three 3-aminopyrazine-2-carboxylate ions, whereas the second is chelated by two carboxylate ions; both exist in a monocapped square-antiprismatic geometry. The polymeric chains that run along the a axis interact with the lattice water molecules, generating a three-dimensional hydrogen-bonded network. The formate ion is disordered over two positions with respect to the non-coordinated atoms in a 1:1 ratio.
Related literature
3-Aminopyrazinecarboxylic acid decomposition with subsequent oxalate formation has been documented in a related lanthanum system; see: Gao & Ng (2011) .
Experimental
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Comment
The chelating ability of the 3-aminopyrazine-2-carboxylate anion is probably similar to that of the pyrazine-2-carboxylate anion, and the crystal structures of a number of lanthanum carboxylates have been reported. The additional amino substitution in the 3-aminopyrazine-2-carboxylate should be expected to consolidate the crystal structure of the praeseodymium derivative through extensive hydrogen bonding. 6H 2 O; a formate group is (Scheme I, Fig.   1 ). In a previous synthesis, the carboxylic acid was found to decompose to an oxalate (Gao & Ng, 2011) .
Adjacent chains interact with the lattice water molecules to generate a three-dimensional hydrogen-bonded network (Table 1) .
Experimental
Praeseodymium(III) nitrate hexahydrate (0.5 mmol), 3-aminopyrazine-2-carboxylic acid (2 mmol) and sodium hydroxide (2 mmol) were dissolved in water (12 ml). The solution was placed in a 23-ml, Teflon-lined Parr bomb. The bomb was heated at 433 K for 3 days. It was cooled to room temperature; colorless prismatic crystals were isolated by hand.
Refinement
Carbon-and nitrogen-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93 Å, N-H 0.88 Å were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2U eq (C,N). The water H-atoms were located in a difference
Fourier map, and were refined with distance restraints of O-H 0.84-0.01 Å and H···H 1.37±0.01 Å; their temperature factors were tied by a factor of 1.5 times.
The formate ion is disordered with respect to the C and uncoordinated O atoms in a 1:1 ratio; the occupancy was assumed as it could not be refined.
The final difference Fourier map had a peak/hole in the vicinity of Pr1.
Omitted from the refinement were (-1 1 12), (-1 0 3), (3 4 10), (-7 13 2), (-2 4 11), (3 3 9), (1 3 10), (-4 -3 6), (2 4 11), (12 6 9), (-1 3 9), (1 10 13), (6 8 4), (5 7 5) and (-4 5 00.
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Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of the asymmetric unit of polymeric
6H 2 O at the 50% probability level; hydrogen toms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. Carbon atoms are not labeled. Symmetry code: i = x -1, y, z. 
